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Water 

The Communicator  
All the (Church) News That’s Fit to Print 

Eagle Harbor Congregational Church, UCC   

September, 2019 

If I were called in 

To construct a religion 

I should make use of water. 

 

Going to church 

Would entail a fording 

To dry, different clothes; 

 

My liturgy would employ 

Images of sousing, 

A furious devout drench. 

 

And I should raise in the east 

A glass of water 

Where any-angled light 

Would congregate endlessly. 

 

—Philip Larkin 
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 One of the interesting lectures I lis-

tened to this summer (recorded at a past 

Festival of Homiletics) was a talk by Brian 

McClaren on institutions and movements.  

He spoke about the benefits of both insti-

tutions and movements, and the challeng-

es of each.  Institutions, he pointed out, 

can get a bit bogged down as time goes 

on, and may lose track of the original mis-

sion and vision that was the impetus for 

their founding. Institutions often need new 

or renewed movements to get them to 

focus on any mission other than their own 

ongoing survival which becomes their rea-

son for being. But on the other hand, we 

need institutions for stability and as instru-

ments for doing the necessary work of 

paying the bills.  Doing away with institu-

tions altogether would be chaotic. 

 As we engage in our Rain and Shine 

Capital Campaign this fall, it seems on the 

one hand that one could not possibly get 

more INSTITUTIONAL than raising a large 

sum of money for a drainage project, a 

new coat of paint and a new dishwasher.  

Those aspects of our capital plan are defi-

nitely about the ongoing survival and via-

bility of our 123-year-old building, the in-

stitutional shell that demands regular infu-

sions of time and money.  Not much ex-

citement in the digging of ditches to con-

nect to storm drains, or paint (though we 

could generate some excitement by argu-

ing about the shade of white we choose!), 

or sinks and appliances.  These sorts of 

things seem like more Institution than 

Movement. 

 Yet the Movement is present in our 

Rain and Shine campaign as well.  As a Liv-

ing Water congregation, our hope to install 

a cistern to capture rain water before it 

gets to the Salish Sea-bound storm drains 

in order to re-use it for watering plants 

and refreshing our aquifers is part of the 

movement to be good caretakers of the 

earth and of our precious water resources.  

Same goes for the hoped-for installation of 

solar panels—they are part of the global 

movement toward sustainability in power 

generation.  If we are able, through the 

generous gifts of our members and 

friends, to fund all our current projects we 

will be facing into the future as well as car-

ing for the institution we inherited from 

our forebears. 

 We hope you’ll be able to contribute to 

this Rain and Shine campaign in addition 

to making a regular pledge to fund our on-

going ministries in 2020.  Regardless of the 

size of gifts you are able to pledge to our 

fundraising efforts, you’re each an im-

portant and valuable part of the Institution 

and Movement that is EHCC.   

—Peace, Dee 

Tell us about a specific time when participating in 

church was especially meaningful (not necessarily a 

time at EHCC).  We were trained as leaders and partici-

pated in a small group Bible study for 15 years at the 

Presbyterian Church.  The friendships which developed, 

and the deep sharing were very special. 
 
At University Congregational I worked for 4 or 5 years on 

the Lecture Series committee, which over the years 

brought many speakers—such as Marcus Borg, Diana 

Butler Bass and Alastair McIntosh—in for weekend 

presentations.  I had the chance to interact with them in 

small groups, and also one to one, and learned much. 

 

What makes your on-going relationship with church meaningful or worthwhile/how 

has participation at EHCC positively affected your life?  Many things:  great friend-

ships; intellectual stimulation; strong support for social justice and related issues such 

as environment; it keeps my spiritual batteries recharged. 

 

Why should we pass on the Christian faith/why is Christianity (as you understand and 

practice it) relevant today?  The Christian faith has much to offer as a way of living, 

both as an individual and in groups.  It can provide perspective and encouragement for 

dealing with larger societal questions.  Spiritual grounding can guide and energize ac-

tivism. 

 

How would/do you describe EHCC to someone who doesn’t attend our church?  I like 

EHCC's "free range" self-description; I think of this as being open to new ideas and will-

ing to "think outside of the cage."  The pastor has the courage and self confidence to 

allow members to take the pulpit during the summer (I have had some pastors who are 

totally "protective" of the pulpit and would never do this).  EHCC seems to serve as a 

base, in that many people have involvement in service/social/justice/environmental 

activities elsewhere, then come to church for support and renewal.  EHCC seems to be 

a gentle place, open to the presence of the Holy Spirit.   
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Dave Powell 
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Focus on Faith: 
What brought you to church (initially; not specifically to EHCC)  I attended church reg-

ularly from childhood through youth.  My parents were very active members of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  I did feel a call and was baptized at age 12.   

Although I lost interest and rarely attended church from age 17 to my late 30s, I think 

being baptized did plant a seed, which lay dormant.  I then started attending the Pres-

byterian Church in 1981, mainly so my kids would have the exposure. 

 

How would you/please describe the evolution of your Christian faith so far?  The 

church of my youth was a typical post-war, small-town mainstream/conservative 

church.   I had a relatively simplistic, literal understanding of the Bible and faith. 
 
My wife Jeanne and I attended the Presbyterian Church for 26 years, and became in-

volved in many aspects.  There was excellent teaching.  I gained working familiarity 

with the old and new testaments (we did a "read through the Bible" one year), and a 

more significant understanding of basic Christian precepts.  But I was still left with nu-

merous questions, and ultimately felt like the difficult issues were avoided or dealt 

with simplistically.  We finally left this church, as during our final years there the people 

seemed to be slipping into an extremely conservative mindset. 
 
Through a serendipitous connection, we found University Congregational in 2011, and 

were happily involved there, until we moved to Bainbridge in 2018.  At University Con-

gregational, I finally saw faith being put into action in a humane, loving way.  The 

teaching from the pastors and outside speakers helped me to look at the Bible in a con-

textual way, and to rethink basic questions.   
 
During this period Jeanne and I made numerous pilgrimage trips to the Isle of Iona in 

Scotland.  In July, I spoke about my personal encounters with the Holy Spirit, and won't 

repeat it here.  (But I do invite you to listen to the recording on the EHCC website.) 
 
My faith now?  I do not believe most of the creedal stuff like virgin birth and substitu-

tionary atonement.  I know God is real – as spirit, the essence of love, simultaneously 

existing in everything and everyone, and yet transcending all I can conceive.  I believe 

in resurrection – in the sense of personal transformation into a life of courage, where 

you try to live out Micah, "act justly and love mercy and walk humbly with God," and 

Matthew, "love your neighbor as yourself."  (cont. on next page) 

Institutions and Movements 

 

 
 

Capital Campaign 
 We are launching a capital campaign to meet building maintenance and improve-

ment efforts we cannot meet with our general budget – to maintain the building for 

current and future users. In order of priority, the projects include: 

 Drainage work to protect our foundation and walls from water runoff both on 

the surface and below ground 

 Painting the exterior of the building so it will shine come rain or shine 

 Phase one of a kitchen upgrade to replace the sanitizer and reconfigure and 

replace the sinks 

 Solar panels to capture renewable energy and reduce our electricity costs 

 A large cistern to capture rainwater to use to water our landscape and the pea 

patch 

 Meetings will be held in September both at the church and in the homes of our 

members and friends to explain details and answer questions. We hope you will 

consider attending an upcoming Rain & Shine Capital Campaign event as well as 

making a generous pledge.   —Taryn Oestreich 
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Please Keep in Your Prayers:   

Anna Edmonds, Leona Freeman, Peggy Houck, Tom Jorza, Sue Olson, Joan Pratt 
 

Including Those Grieving: 
The family and friends of  Russ Freeman, who died on July 21, 2019. 

The family and friends of Marian Bockman, who died on August 16, 2019. 

 
(Thank you to Alex Perkins 
who designed this logo!) 
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We Need You  
How about giving choir a try this year?  

Your inner musician will thank you!  Some of the music we'll sing this fall is new pop 

music, some is world music from other cultures, and some is centuries old church 

music. Our aim is to make the music at EHCC not only beautiful and varied, but mean-

ingful in our contemporary lives.  We'll start our weekly Thursday evening rehearsals 

on September 12 from 7—8:15pm in the sanctuary.  Our first Sunday morning warm

-up will be on September 15 at 8:30am in the sanctuary; we’ll perform our first an-

them of the season on that Sunday.  You don't have to commit for a specific period of 

time, and you don't need to be able to read music or have a star-quality voice. (That's 

the great thing about choirs--you can blend in with the crowd!) Choir is definitely a 

"more the merrier" kind of thing, and we'd love to have you there.  —Carol Estes 

 
 
 

“Crowd-Sourcing” Youth Group 
Since we don’t have a professional youth group leader on board at this time, we are 

thinking of “crowd-sourcing” our youth fellowship in the 2019-20 school year.  One 

thing will remain the same: the invitation to help with Super Supper on the last 

Sunday of the month.  That has worked well and we have so enjoyed seeing the 

teens engaged with our neighbors. 
 
New ideas:  

 We are encouraging members of the church to invite the youth group over for 

dinner on Sunday evenings during the month.   This will allow the group to be 

together, to get fed, and to get acquainted with some of the other folks in our 

faith community.  Our current assembly of youth is small enough to fit in a typi-

cal dining room—somewhere between 1 and 7 kids get together most weeks.  If 

the financial challenge of funding dinner for adolescents seems like a roadblock, 

we can offer grocery grants!  If thinking about what to talk about seems 

daunting, we’ll provide you with some discussion starters! We hope you’ll con-

sider inviting the kids over.  Get in touch with me if you’re interested in being a 

host sometime during the school year; we’d love to see this happen once or 

twice a month. 

T 
h 
e  
 

C 
O 
M 
M 
U 
N 
I 
C 
A 
T 
O 
R 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P
A
G
E 
 

9 

 

 September Caring Coins:  
 
 

 

 

 

As many of you know, our beautiful Puget Sound needs our help.  The effects of cli-

mate change, pollution, increasing human population, and overfishing and shellfish 

aquaculture are adversely affecting our Puget Sound waters and its wildlife.  The Co-

alition to Protect Puget Sound Habitat is one of the local nonprofits working to help 

protect and restore our waters.  Their mission statement reads:  "Our mission is to 

voice citizens' concerns of aquaculture, its impact to the health and quality of Puget 

Sound and coastal waters and to effect changes to policies, regulations, and their 

enforcement to protect shoreline habitat."  Their alliance is made up of citizens, en-

vironmentalists, scientists and recreation users.  If you are interested in learning 

more about this organization and ways you can help, please visit their website 

at http://coalitiontoprotectpugetsoundhabitat.org/ 
 
Further Reading on the Topic: The book Toxic Pearl, by M. Perle, provides a signifi-

cant, upsetting education regarding the impact of aquaculture in Washington wa-

ters.  Not only does aquaculture negatively affect our waters and wildlife but it also 

adversely impacts the health of humans.  Sadly, as with many instances of pollution, 

those with the least means to speak up and defend themselves are terribly affected 

by wealthier industry.  We encourage you to read this book, providing you with 

more fodder for advocacy.  —Christine Perkins 

Thank You to Our Summer Sermonizers! 
 What a summer of inspiration and enlightenment it was as members and friends 

of EHCC answered our prompt, “Where in the world is God?”!  Thank you very much 

to: Bob Agamalian, Stephen Wilson, Marian Thackray, Gerri Harrington, Jeanne and 

Dave Powell, Leslie Gordon, Alice Tawresey, Jeff Laveson, Laetitia Lehman-Pearsall 

and her godparents (Lauren and John Christophe), Dave Beemer, and Dee.  Thanks 

to you all, we are much enriched!  (If you missed a Sunday, you can listen to and/or 

read the musings on our webpage.) 
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Hungry Readers Book Group: Join us on September 16 at noon for a discus-

sion of Nine Essential Things I’ve Learned About Life by Harold Kushner.   Amazon’s 

blurb about the book says, “Offering readers a lifetime’s worth of spiritual food for 

thought, pragmatic advice, and strength for trying times, [Kushner] gives fresh, vital 

insight into belief, conscience, mercy, and more.  Grounded in Kushner’s brilliant read-

ings of scripture, history, and popular culture, Nine Essential Things I’ve Learned 

About Life is practical, illuminating, and compulsory advice for living a good life.”   The 

book is available at Seattle and King County libraries, and there are many affordable 

copies online as well as an inexpensive Kindle edition.   We hope to see you at our 

September 16 brown bag lunch gathering.  
 

International Day of Peace: The Bainbridge/North Kitsap Interfaith Council is 

planning a sunrise service of prayer at the large picnic shelter at Faye Bainbridge 

Park on the International Day of Peace, Saturday September 21 at 6:45am.  We’ll 

watch the sun rise, soak up some rays of hope, pray for peace to prevail on earth, and 

share a potluck picnic breakfast together.  Please join us, and invite your friends of 

every faith to come along. 
 

CROP Hunger Walk: Hey all you intrepid EHCC walkers—fall is in the air (well, 

nearly!) so that means it is almost time for the BI/NK CROP Hunger Walk.  For the past 

20+ years, the Bainbridge Island faith communities have gathered for one Sunday after 

noon in the fall to raise money to support Church World Services’ hunger alleviation 

efforts, Helpline House on Bainbridge Island, and 

Fishline in Poulsbo. The CROP Walk will be held on 

September 22, beginning at 2pm—and starting 

right from the steps of EHCC!  We’ve hosted the 

start and end of the walk for several years now, 

and our congregation is always one of the top 

fundraisers for the event.  Look for more infor-

mation coming from me (CROP recruiter David 

Beemer), and let’s show off our great enthusiasm 

for CROP!  For more information, contact me at 

206-715-3901. 

Make a Note of It 

Prayer Chain 
 

Call any one of us with your  

prayer requests and concerns: 
 

Ann Lovejoy,  206-673-6671 

Jennifer Merrill, 206-250-7508 

Eileen Nicol, 206-406-1522 

Dianne Speers, 206-855-9446  

Tonya Keaton, 206-852-4817 
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and Your Ideas! 
 We plan to set aside one Sunday evening a month to play games and chat at 

the church.  Volunteers are also welcome for that fun duty. 

 We’ll keep our eyes and ears open for service projects and opportunities.  Let 

us know if you have some inspiration in that direction. 
 
We love our youth!! Let’s work (and play) together to make them feel well cared for.  

—Dee 

 

 

 

 

Gotta free hour or so on the last Sunday of the month?   

The last Sunday of each month equals Super Supper Sunday, equals Super BIG 

THANKS for everyone’s support!  Your support has come in many forms: time; finan-

cial donations to assist with meal cost; offerings of food; food preparation; help with 

set up and clean up; and encouragement and prayers… WOW and THANKS!!! 

All that said, we are looking to streamline things a little:  We want to have three 

“teams” of four to six people each, allowing participants in each team the ability to 

“take turns at bat” depending upon schedules and availability.  Each team would have 

a team leader, who would help coordinate helpers and team duties.  
 

 Team 1: Set-Up.  We need three or four people to arrive at 4pm to arrange ta-

bles and chairs, set the tables, (and then join our guests for dinner at 5 if you 

have time). 

 Team 2: Clean-Up.  We need three or four people to arrive at 5:30pm to clean 

up the kitchen and fellowship hall.  (Of course, anyone on clean-up is invited to 

first join us for dinner at 5.)  

 Team 3: Food Preparation.  We do currently have a good group of regulars who 

arrive at about 4 to help me (Geri Parker) with food preparation, but we could 

use a couple of back-up team players.  
 
So, in a nutshell, we’d like a captain for teams 1 and 2, and we’d like more players 

for all three teams.  Please contact me with your interest!  —Geri Parker   



               Sunday                             Monday                 Tuesday            Wednesday         Thursday          Friday       Saturday                     Sunday                            Monday                  Tuesday                Wednesday          Thursday                  Friday           Saturday         
1 12th Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship/SS  9:30am  (Communion Sunday) 
Refuge Recovery 4pm S 
AA (women’s mtg.) 7:30pm S 
 

2  
Labor Day: office closed 

 4  
Bible Study 7pm Dee’s office  
AA (men’s mtg.) 7:30pm S 
 

7  
OA 9:15am S 
 

5 
Men’s B’fast тam FH 
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3  
Bible Study 9:30am  
Dee’s office 
Refuge Recovery 7pm S 

8 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship/SS  9:30am   
Refuge Recovery 4pm S 
AA (women’s mtg.) 7:30pm S 

9  
Nature Nuts 4-6pm S 
Transfriending Group 7pm S 
Ernie Williams 

 

10 
Bible Study 9:30am  
Dee’s office 
Nature Nuts 4-6pm S 
Refuge Recovery 7pm S 

11  
Bible Study 7pm Dee’s office  
AA (men’s mtg.) 7:30pm S 
 

12  
Men’s B’fast тam FH 
Nature Nuts 4-6pm S 
Choir Rehearsal  
7pm sanctuary 
Lynn Stone 

13 
 

14  
OA 9:15am S 
Quilt Guild FH 
all day 

15 14th Sunday after Pentecost 

Choir Rehearsal 8:30am sanctuary  

Worship/SS 9:30am (wear red!) 
Refuge Recovery 4pm S 
AA (women’s mtg.) 7:30pm S  
Marlys Burnett (90 years-old today!) 

16  

Hungry Readers noon FH 
Nature Nuts 4-6pm S 
 

17  
Bible Study 9:30am  
Dee’s office 
Nature Nuts 4-6pm S 
Refuge Recovery 7pm S 

Mission Council 7pm FH 

18  
Bible  Study 7pm Dee’s office  
AA (men’s mtg.) 7:30pm S 
Don Fox 

19  
Men’s B’fast 7am FH 
Nature Nuts 4-6pm S 
Choir Rehearsal 
7pm sanctuary 

20  
Communicator 
Deadline 
Dee Eisenhauer 
Peggy Houck 

21  
OA 9:15am  S 
 

22 15th Sunday after Pentecost 

Choir Rehearsal 8:30am sanctuary  
Worship/SS 9:30am  

CROP Hunger Walk 1-5pm FH 
Refuge Recovery 4pm S 
AA (women's mtg.) 7:30pm S  
Jim Macpherson 

23  

Nature Nuts 4-6pm S 
 

24  
Bible Study 9:30am  
Dee’s office 
Super Supper 3-7pm FH, K 
Nature Nuts 4-6pm S 
Refuge Recovery 7pm S 

25  

Bible Study 7pm Dee’s office  
AA (men’s mtg.) 7:30pm  
 

26  
Men’s B’fast 7am FH 
Super Supper 3-7pm FH, K 
Nature Nuts 4-6pm S 
Choir Rehearsal 
7pm sanctuary 

27  
Super Supper  
3-7pm FH, K 

28  
OA 9:15am S  

All-Island Beach 
Clean-up  
10am-2pm (More 

info. to come!) 
 

29 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

Choir Rehearsal 8:30am sanctuary  
Worship/SS 9:30am  

Super Supper 3-7pm FH, K 

Refuge Recovery 4pm S 
AA (women's mtg.) 7:30pm S    
 

30  
Super Supper 3-7pm FH, K 
Nature Nuts 4-6pm S 

EHCC  

September, 2019 

 
Abbreviation Key:     

FH: Fellowship Hall     K: Kitchen     S: Singer Room     
AA: Alcoholics Anonymous      OA: Overeaters Anonymous   

SS: Sunday School    Church events in bold 
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